BOOK REVIEWS Sir William Arbuthnot Lane, Bt., C.B., M Ltd. 1956 . William Arbuthnot Lane is to-day little more than a name to the younger generation. To those who have reached retiring age he represents one of the most dramatic figures that ever trod the surgical stage. He was the leader of those who transformed the messy endeavours of Lister's disciples into the Aseptic Surgery of to-day. He revolutionized the treatment of fractures, and established a standard of surgical technique that is the basis of modern orthopaedic surgery. He advanced every branch of surgery in which he practised. He was a leader rather than a teacher, a prophet rather than a pedagogue. He was a dreamer, a mystic, one who saw visions and spoke in parables, one who was worshipped witha fanatical devotion by all who were privileged to serve him and regarded with envy, hatred and malice by many of his contemporaries. He wrote little but by his personal influence he moulded the outlook and shaped the careers of more men who themselves became leaders than any figure in surgical history.
To capture such a great spirit on paper is a difficult task. Layton tells us of Lane's family, of his father the Irish Brigade Surgeon, whose journeys with the troops took his wife and young family to all parts of the world. He tells of the formative years, how he worked in the anatomy department far into the night dissecting the skeleton, how he learned decision and manual dexterity during his year as House Surgeon in the Tite Street Children's Hospital in 1882. He tells of the ceaseless struggle for perfection that was the keynote of his character. On the title page he quotes from Fschylus' "Agamemnon": "Alas! Alas! my King, my King. How can I weep for you?" and the whole book exhales that hero-worship that Lane inspired. Layton is one of the many on whom the mantle descended, and he strives to portray to a later generation the majesty of the shoulders from which it fell.
Immunology and Serology. By Philip L. Carpenter. (Pp. viii + 351; illustrated.
45s. 6d.) Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders Company. 1956. The book is based on the author's lecture course in immunology and serology. It is designed to give an outline of the immunity processes with special emphasis on serology. As the author says, more is known of serology. Fundamental principles are emphasized as far as possible and a wide range of references is given, by no means exclusively medical. Both plant and animal kingdoms are included. Not only are the earlier papers of historical interest included but also sufficient recent references to cover the growing points of the subjects. The more recent literature is mainly but not entirely drawn from Englishspeaking sources. The inclusion in the index of the authors whose papers are referred to facilitates the tracking of papers into the chapter bibliographies. In what may be described as the epistle dedicatory the author gives a condensed account of Plato's "image of the cave" very aptly in relation to the changing concepts in immunology and serology. Although Plato cannot be brought into the ranks of the immunologists, his parable is very much to the point. The book is not a handbook but it supplies a reasonable background for further advanced study. The main subjects are covered in some fourteen chapters and a chapter on experimental methods. All the usual types of reactions are studied including virus immunity and allergy. The historical aspects are shown in relation to present-day views and points of controversy are indicated. No finality of absolute up to dateness is claimed, a wise attitude when dealing with such a growing subject. It is interesting that while the author indicates that, as a result of the study of precipitation reactions, there is now evidence suggesting the non-homogeneity of certain allegedly pure toxins and toxoids, he still accepts Pappenheimer's description of the toxin-antitoxin reaction. However this is perhaps an indication of the state of real knowledge of the subject at present. Whatever the views of experts on points of detail the student should find this book a useful starting point from which to develop his knowledge and come to his own conclusions based on the text and the literature indicated. The book is well produced and the print clear and up to the standard we are accustomed to expect from American textbooks. NovFAnER
